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Abstract

The epic Prithu is a historical work composed by poet Sitaram Adhikari in 21 cantos. This
article focuses on evaluating the significant themes presented within the epic, including Nepal's
identity, the ancient form of Nepal, the fragmented state of the nation, the misdeeds of rulers,
the need for revolution, conspiracies against Nepal, judicial deviations, selfish and arrogant
tendencies, demonic traits in humans, depictions of war, patriotism, moral consciousness, the
necessity of national unity, altruism and humanitarian sentiments, spiritual knowledge and
mythological references, maternal glory, depictions of nature, the attributes of King Prithu, his
demise, and the message of immortality. The primary objective of this article is to provide a
sense of reality based on the poetic verses related to the aforementioned topics. Using the
reading methodology of the poet’s work in libraries, this study analyzes the mentioned aspects
of the epic using the method of verse analysis. The subjects discussed in the epic are considered
as primary sources, while supporting materials related to the 18 topics mentioned — from
Nepal's identity to the attributes, demise, and immortality of King Prithu — have been adopted
as auxiliary resources. The epic sheds light on themes such as Nepal's identity, the ancient form
of Nepal, the fragmented state of the nation, the misdeeds of rulers, the necessity of revolution,
conspiracies against Nepal, judicial deviations, selfish and arrogant tendencies, demonic traits
in humans, depictions of war, patriotism, moral consciousness, the necessity of national unity,
altruism and humanitarian sentiments, spiritual knowledge and mythological references,
maternal glory, depictions of nature, and the attributes, demise, and immortality of King Prithu.
The article seeks to explore how these themes are presented, the necessary steps for building a
unified, strong, and capable nation, and the means to achieve national unity. By discouraging
tendencies that misuse power and prestige or hinder national development, the article highlights
instances that promote the construction of a prosperous, sovereign, and unified nation while
emphasizing patriotism. Through these themes, this article aims to instill a sense of
responsibility among all individuals toward the nation today. It also serves as a useful resource
for researchers studying or conducting research on the epic Prithu.
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